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BENGALI. 


Monthly. 
‘‘ Bharat Shramajivi’’ 
“Réjshahye Sambid’’ ... 
de “ Gramyarté Prakéshika ” 
a Pratib bie 
66 “a ° d 99 oom 
Bi-monthly. 
* Calné Prakash” 
* Hindu Laland’”’ 


— Weekly. 


** Banga Hitaishi”’ 

. Bhirat Mihir” 

‘* Bharat Sanskérak” 
‘Bengal Advertiser” 

‘¢ Bishva Dit” HES 
* Bardwan Pracharik&”’ 

“ Bardwin Sanjivani” 

** Dacca Prakash” aa 
‘‘ Education Gazette”  ... 
‘“ Gramvarta Prakashika”’ 
‘** Hindu Hitaishini”’ nee 
‘Hindu Ranjika”’ 
“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi’” 
‘¢ Pratikaér’”’ 

“ Rangpore Dik Prakish” 
" Sadharani”’ - 
‘‘ Sahachara”’ 

‘‘ Sambad Bhaskar’”’ nae 
‘‘ Sulabha Samachar”... 
* Soma Prakash” jie 


Bi-weekly. 
“Banga Mitra” te 


Dail 
“ Sambad Prabhakar’ —w oa 
** Sambad Pairnachandrodaya ” 
‘Samachar Chandrika”’ 
Banga Vidya Prak4éshika’’ 
* Arya Mihir” eee 


ENGLISH AND BENGALI. 


Weekly. 
‘** Howrah Hitakari”’ sits 
‘* Murshidabad Patriké”’... 
“ Barisal Vartabaha”’ 
ENGLISH AND URDU. 
“Urdu Guide”’ as 
Urvv. 


Bi-monthly. 
“ Akhbér-ul-Akhiar” _... 


HiInpt. 
*“‘ Beh4r Bandhu”’ 
“ Bharat Mitra ’’ 


“ Jaém-Jahan-numé 


— 


Barfhanagar 


. | R&jshéhye 


Comercolly 


si Bhav&nipore 


Calcutta 
Caélna 


a | N = Barrack- 
Bhavéntpore, Calcutta 
. | Bhavanipore, — 


“| méliganj, Calcutta 


Bardwan 
Ditto 


.. | Dacca 
. | Hooghly 


Comercolly 


6 Dacca 
... | Beauleah, Réjshéhye... 
: Berham ran 


| Qist November 1878, 


10th 17th and 24th November 1878. 


| 28th November 1878. 


23rd ditto. 


28rd to 27th November 1878. 
23rd to 28th _ ditto. 
25th to 28th _ ditto. 


23rd November 1878. 


27th _— ditto. 
28th ditto. 


92nd __ditto. 


SADHARAR!I, 
November 10th, 1878. 


SADHARANYI, 
November 24th, 1878. 


SaDHARAN!, 
November 10th, 1878. 


[3 
POLITICAL. — 


1. Tue Sddhdrant considers that a change to Calcutta from Simi 
nutes iikss would be beneficial in the present crisis to 
abut allairs. Lord Lytton. The latter place, it is said, has 
rather a magical climate. Social gathe:ings, dancings, singings, and other 
festivities and pleasures absorb a good portion of the time there, and we 
believe that tothe climate of Sém/d must bé attributed the injustice which 
Lord Lytton has committed. Gas, &c., have driven away the devil from (al. 
cutta ; so that, if the Viceroy came here, the evil spirit which has got possession 
of him might be cast out of him, and he be enabled clearly to gee the 
wrong he has committed in urging on the Cabul war at a time when the 
cuuntry is suffering such distress. | 

2. The Sddharant traces the destruction of the Mogul empire to the 


ambition of itsrulers and the unwieldy extent 
oars ee the Moguland of their territories. The English, he thinks 
ish Indian Empires. ; : 5 ’ 
are following in the footsteps of the Moguls, 
as witness the Delhi Darbdr and the Imperial Proclamation, which were 
just a re-enactment of the drama of the Mogul empire with a stipen- 
diary Queen put in the place of the Great Mogul. We cannot say how 
matters stood in England at the time, nor can we understand how Beacons- 
field trod underfoot the policy of England. As idolatry marks the final 
decay of areligion, so unrestrained ambition marks the ending of soverei 
power. The very English who, fighting for their indepeadence, got as their 
birthright the Magna Charta, and avenged themselves on Charles I, are now 
following in the footsteps of Shah Alam in India. Such a vast expanse of 
empire is not good; but, having acquired it, our rulers should devote them- , 
selves to the well-being of their subjects. Though we have hope that the 
Afghdn winter will compel a suspension of warlike operations, yet we fear that 
this desire for extended territory will prevail. We have all along said that 
the Cdbul war will bring no profit to England. It is all Beaconsfield’s 


doing. He will thus place a thorn in his own path, both as respects this 
world and the next. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


8. Writing of the utter destitution of the country, the Sddhdrant 
says that India, which in former days yielded 
so plentifully that two maunds of rice and one 
and a half maunds of dd (split peas) and 8 seers of oil could each be had 
for a rupee, and other necessaries were cheap in proportion, has been brought 
to its present evil state by the trading propensities of the English. Trade, 


Poverty of the country. 


commerce, and extravagant expenditure are ruining the country every day. 


How much longer will Bengal exist under such circumstances? We have 
no faith in the political economists who declare that that country 18 con- 
sidered prosperous which can afford to purchase articles of food at high prices. 
The people were managing to eke out an existence in the midst of the 
present great distress when the present Cdbul war arose—a war which will 
entail suffering not on Government, but on India’s children. Widows and 
orphans will cover the land. Our rulers are fully aware of the deplorable 
state of the country. If this state of things should continue 25 years longer; 
the name even of India will be obliterated from among the countries of the 
globe. Our Sovereign you can easily, if you wish, remedy this state of things 
but you have interposed a serious obstacle; do see to the reduction ° 
expenditure and cease from additional taxation. It is these things that have 
made India the poor country she is now. 
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4,, The Sdadhdran€ thinks that I ndia was better off in the days of * John SapHaRanr, 
: Company” than under the present administra- -""'"""*”* 


2 Roy and present times compared tinn The East India Company were in a 
(0 : measure controlled by Parliament, which made 
: them wary of their acts. They were always anxious to keep their subjects pleased 
‘ and happy, — were ready to correct whatever was faulty in the administra- 
h tion ; the people, too, were rising 1n prosperity. It is otherwise now with the 
officials under the Empire, who have no John Company to look after them. 
: Our authorities now do as they like, with no fear of rebuke or punishment. The 
. Viceroy is here, there, and everywhere, distributing Imperial honors and 
‘ presents, and not aware of the real state of the country. This indiscriminate 

distribution of honors is demoralizing; it leads Princes into extravagance 
" and is made fun of by all. Persons worthy of honor go away empty ; and men 
it who were once sworn advocates of the interests of the people, have their 
: heads turned by being made recipients of these Governmental honors. 
: Although in John Company’s time the doors of the Legislative Council were 
m barred against us, and we had none of those elective and such like institutions 
. which have sprung up under the direct Imperial administration ; yet we have 
. derived no benefit from these free and liberal institutions. Natives are always 


Me inaminority. Their adverse votes are unheeded ; and itis only when they 
1] Me agree with their lighter colored brethren that their opinions meet with respect. 
Itis better thereforé that their services should not be sought. Government 
disregards representations made by native bodies; in fact it has never dreamt 
of attending to any such. ‘The country has increased in learning, education, 
of and civilization, but yet we are treated like little children. How can men 
aid fearlessly in the administration when they are considered incapable of 
taking care of themselves? Then, again, criminal powers are being extended, 


i and the powers of civil functionaries are gradually being curtailed, and the 
+ fe country is meanwhile being flooded with laws. In conclusion, there was no 
% Press Act in John Company’s time. Whatever else may be said with reference 
% to the Press, the fact must be admitted that it was free ; whereas now, under 


Imperal rule, its freedom has been taken away. India has become pulverized 

under taxation; death, disease, and famine are playing havoc with the 

land. If this is not being in a bad way, what is ? Hence we say that 
former times were better than the present. 
5. The Hindu Ranjikd has a long article headed, “In what condition Hispo tansiea, 
are we,” in the course of which it institutes a November 20th, 1878. 
comparison between the present condition of the 
nt people and their condition under the Muhammadans. The Kditor prefaces his 

me observations with the remark, that as the possession of vast learning does 


” oe The state of the country. 


‘ not entitle a man to be regarded as wise unless he is crowned with the virtues 
a of humility and courtesy, so a Sovereign, however meritorious he may be 
‘a in other respects, is not worthy of the name if he is not able to promote the 
a happiness and prosperity of his subjects. Our rulers must not consider a 
wi us disloyal if, on an impartial consideration of the subject, we are obliged 2 
I fo pronounce the British Government in some respects inferior to the 4 
1d Muhammadan. In the first place, there is this striking contrast between the 4 
Je two administrations: under the Muhammadans the people did not suffer 7 
rt, from scarcity of food : famines were almost unknown in the land. The 
* case is otherwise now, for there is want in every home, and hundreds of 
4, people are dying from starvation. It is not that the prevailing high 
7 prices are due to an excess of population ; the evil is entirely owing to the 
na extensive exportation of grain. The good old system of division of labour, 


ept alive by caste and enjoined by the famous Hindu legislator . A/anu, _ 
a3 been well nigh broken up by the spread of education amongst all ranks ‘é 


Hispv RavJika, 
November 20th, 1878. 


Brarat Mrare, 
November 21st, 1878. 


A predilection for service and an aversion to independent pursuits hay 
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of the people. The result is, that the common people have become averse 4, 
labor, and it is by no means rare to see a peasant’s son with a University degree 
e 
prominent features of the society of the present day. On the ~ te 
the recurrence of famines and the burdens of taxation are occasionin, 
considerable distress; and on the other, extravagant expenditure js swellin 
the national debt, and an obnoxious and burdensome tax is being revived 
to meet the deficiency created by it. If like Naswruddim, the son of Altamd, 
the Government were to learn to curtail its expenses, the entire debt would 
be wiped off in two or three years, and India’s deficit supplied. 
6. The Aindu Ranjika attributes India’s poverty to the extravagant ex. 

Dednetion of Government expendi- penditure incurred by its rulers, SO that at the 
ture recommended. least sign of famine, subscriptions have to he 
sought from Native Princes and from England. The recently appointed 
Famine Commission can only become aware of the incidental causes of 
distress among the people: reckless expenditure in every department of 
the State is the main cause. Every inexperienced Englishman looks upon 
India asa field for experiments. A large sum of money has been expended 
on the Madras harbour works to no purpose, and no one seems to be held 
responsible for the waste. In the Public Works Department numerons 
experiments are being made. But the present is no time for experimenting 
with India’s money. Government should practise economy by reducing the 


salaries of its European officials, who are the highest paid men in the 


world. It may be said that good men are not to be had on small salaries, 
but this we do not believe. Situations are difficult to be got in England now- 
a-days, and we believe that good men could be got to come out here 
on lower salaries. To show the anxiety of the English for employment, it was 
stated in one of the papers that there were about one hundred candidates 
for two or three posts in the Medical Department. We do not mean to 
say that existing salaries should be reduced, and Rs. 2,000 made Rs. 200; 
but we maintain that all practicable reductions should be made. 
7. The Bhdrat Milur makes the following remarks on Mr, Hyndman’s 
article in the Naneteenth Century on the 
iecuet _bankruptcy of India. Notwithstanding the 
superficial prosperity of India, and the civilization which has given us roads 
railways, telegraphs, gas, &c., what is there visible to the penetrating eye, but 
poverty! Very few would like to believe this! The reports of a Lieutenant- 
Governor or a high official would paint the scene as altogether fair, and the 
condition of the peasant as happy. We ask, into the dwellings of how many 
peasants have these men entered? and have they with their own eyes seen the 
wretched condition of the children? How is it that there have been eight 
dire famines in 20 years, which have crushed the people to almost nothing? 
Government does not inquire into the root of all this; it merely has recourse 
to temporary and superficial measures for relieving famine pressure. Its 
antidote for future famines will not root out the disease, though it may mili 
gate some of the symptoms. The reports and opinions of many old and 
experienced residents of India, who have travelled over various parts of the 
country, cannot be gainsaid. The improvements enumerated above are only 
on the surface of things; in reality, the country is daily becoming poorer, and 
the unfortunate peasants are but the slaves of Government and the zamindars. 
Government should direct its serious attention to the deplorable state of 
the peasant class. In return for the food-grains exported from the country, 
we get English manufactures, which have struck at the root of indigenovs 


industries. Government, by allowing its Indian subjects to be 1m pov 
and to starve, is doing itself injury. 


The present state of India. 
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8, The Bharat Mthir er one ws “a Seer steady increase in 
| _ the income from abkdrf licenses being an index 
Kesey as SNES as Mr. Eden would have it, of the growing 
qealth of the country, it is an unerring sign of ‘ts downward progress. In 
fact, we have become alarmed at the increase in the abkdrf revenue. 
Tord Northbrook raised the duty on liquor with a view to diminish consump- 
tion and the number of consumers. We cannot say how the matter stands 
at present in this respect ; but the consumers of other intoxicating drugs have 
‘ncreased in number. The villages of Bengal abound with ganjd-smokers. 
Perhaps the province would make progress if a great ganjd-smoking- 
improvement-society were established. We know not how much longer 
we must weep before Government on this account. The Chinese are, as a 
nation, habitual opium-eaters, and yet their Emperor has managed to lessen 
the consumption of that drug. Must our highly civilized Government 
get its income by bleeding and ruining us? Andcannot the Abkdrt Depart- 
ment be gradually done away with? PAS eel eno peo ag 
9, The Bhdrat Mihir remarks, that the Government of India very 


cleverly made over the stamp revenue of 

hepa lmonnes Bengal to the local Government on certain 
conditions ; but it cannot understand what induced Sir Ashley Eden to con- 
sent to give to the Government of India an additional 2¢ lakhs every year 
for four years. Was this money to come out of the already. well nigh 
exhausted chests of the people? In a lucky moment a happy thought 
occurred to the Governmental mind, and an Act was published for the regis- 
tration of names. The zamindars were in trouble. We do not mean to say 
that the above Act is not beneficial, but the haste with which it was passed, 
and the amendments introduced into it from time to time, have put the 
people to such expense and inconvenience, that we are tempted to overlook 
the benefits it proposes. India is the milch cow of the Government, the 
kimdhénu, which may be made to produce milk in any quantities as often as 
she is milked. The income of Government from stamps has been regularly 
increasing every year since 1862; and no one can say where the increase is 
tostop. Some wise politician or administrator may say that this is not a 
sign of poverty-among the people. This may be true in many cases, but it 
would not be true as regards India. Can it be said that the people of this 


— are cheerfully bearing the burdens of taxation and increased expen- 
iture ! 


10. People, writes the Dacca Prakdsha, were somewhat reconciled to 
ae ae the road cess when it was alleged to be re- 
| quired for works of public utility, such as roads, 
canals, reservoirs, &c. These promises have not been fulfilled, and the people 
consider the road cessa grievance. ‘The failure to satisfy the expectations 
of the people must be laid at the door of the Committees, the members of 
which exercise no discretion. Road Cess Funds have been largely wasted 
on objects which have after all turned out to be of no public use whatsoever. 
ostead of being spent’ on the construction of roads and the excavation of 
canals, of the Rs. 70,000 income atthe command of the Dacca Road Cess 
Committee, about Rs. 20,000 go in regular expenses, Rs. 13,000 are devoted 
to the Engineer’s establishment, and Rs. 4,000 to the Road Cess Office and to 
collection expenses. Fancy Rs. 600 to be spent for an Engineer! Could nota 
engali Engineer be had cheaper, and yet with the same qualifications as a 
uropean ? We entreat the members of. Committee to attend more diligently 
'o road cess affairs, and see that money is not wasted. | 


Baanat Mrure, 
November 91st, 1878. 


BoaratT Mrure. 


Dacca PRakasHa, 
November 22nd, 1878. 


PraTixaRBa, 
November 22n3, 1878. 


Hinpv HItTArsHint1, 
Novem ber 28rd, 1878. 
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11. In writing of the Native Endowments Bill, the Pratikdra compar 

the Legal Member of the Viceroy’s Legislative 

Native Religious Endowment and Qouncil to Vulcan, who must always have hie 
oe forge blazing, and always something on his 
anvil. Every one will admit, that the attempt to do away with the frang of 
Mahantas and Sebdits in connection with religious trusts, is not only praise. 
worthy on the part of Government, but has become a necessity. The report of 
the Murshiddbdd Association, which met last Sunday to consider the Bill, wij 
shortly be sent in. In the meanwhile we urge that the contemplated lay 
will press hard on the country. Act XIX of 1810 has in a manner become 
a dead letter, owing to XVII of 1816, XX XVIIT of 1837, and XX of 1963 
which have succeeded it. The last of these takes away all powers from 
the Revenue Board and makes them over to the Mahantas, &, The 
accounts of the maths (temples) were directed to be submitted yearly to, | 
Committee appointed by Government; other provisions as to prosecutions, 
&c., were also made. Gradually things fell into a lax state and were left to 
the persons more immediately interested in the disposal of the trusts, The 
expenses of the Board of Management, as set out in the first chapter of the 
Bill, will absorb about 13 lakhs of rupees; whilst the description of the several 
kinds of devatiar property which are to come under the control of the Board, 
will include almost every kind of shrine. India does not wish to see such 
a state of things as that proposed in the present Bill. The civilizing influences — 


of the 19th century, in the shape of Exshaw and Champagne, will not answer 


as offerings to the goddess Kai¢ and others. In conclusion, the Editor objects _ 
to the appointment of Boards of Management, and wishes to know whether 
the one and a half lakhs to be paid on this head could not be had from other 
sources, since the English Ecclesiastical establishments absorb 18 lakhs of 
Indian revenue. In a country like this, it behoves Government to preserve 
religious neutrality in matters of money also. The Bill imposes many obliga- 
tions on Judges: then why have Boards besides, on which to waste money? 
Let Government pay these latter, or place the management under Collectors 
and Judges. 


12. The Hindu Hitaishint learns that Sir Ashley Eden has, witha 
~~ view to stop exportation, directed district 

bo peo eoppase of exportation of grain officers to furnish statistics, for the past ten 
ae : years, of grain exported and instore. Bir 
George Campbell made a similar attempt, but Lord Northbrook opposed it on 
the free trade principle. In our opinion, the famines of India cannot be 
prevented without putting a stop to exportation. Our food-grains are — 
exported to be converted in other countries into articles of luxury, such as 
liquors, &c. The great increase in exportation during the past few years has 
reduced us to many straits for food, and has led to the death of hundreds of 


thousands of people. Such a state of affairs would not be permitted i 


England. No free trade principles would there be allowed to stand in the way. — 
We believe Mr. Eden will fail just as Sir George Campbell did. It is . 
altogether true that the famine has been caused by a smaller production : 
food-grains. For waste lands are few now; cultivation has improved ; - 
the population has increased and more food is required. The deplorable sta 
of the country must be attributed to the exportation of food-grains. Here, 
India, the people are dying for want of food, whilst the food-grains _— 
country are being exported to supply luxuries to other countries. Mr. “4 
will ever be remembered by India if he succeeds in stopping expel 
tions. | 
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13. The Grdamedria Prakdshika complains of the tyrannous conduct Gexvsara 
of railway officials towards respectable native sorentana vive 
_ gentlemen and their families, and of the way ie 
in which natives are driven and huddled like sheep into the railway 

carriages, and he begs to submit the following suggestions to the projecte 

Railway Conference: Ist. Educated and well-mannered men on high pay 

should be appointed, and the low and base drunkards got ridof. Simple- 

minded villagers often get into drinking habits at railway stations. 2nd. The 

Railway Police Department should be weeded, and well-mannered educated 

Bengalis employed in it. The present set of policemen are a worthless lot, 

and can only bully passengers. 3rd. Native women should have separate 

carriages and waiting-rooms. 4th. As the waiting rooms are monopolized 

by Europeans, respectable natives should have a separate place for themselves. 

bth. Goods should be kept protected from sun and rain, and proper and correct 

delivery made,—not ddl (split peas) for wheat. Station-masters prohibit 

people from moving about and looking at the different places or offices at 

the station; there must be something wrong somewhere, else why should 

they act thus. They should be prevented from interfering with passengers, 

and arnle should be passed allowing the latter to go about where they 

choose. 


14, The Gramvarta Prokashiké remarks that, as predicted, the license = @zavanms 
tax assessments have been fraught with more : 
oppression to the poor than the tax itself, and 
there is little chance of success in any appeals to high-seated dignities. Some 
assessors have been imprisoned for takings bribes. These men have 
turned out to be the veritable oppressors of the poor. There are exceptions 
among them, and one of these exceptions 1s Babu Girtndrandth Chaitterj, 
Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Kushiid, whose proceedings everywhere, especially 


in assessing taxes in Comercolly, have been altogether praiseworthy and 
satisfactory. 


15. The Sulabha Samdchdra puts down the Indian debt at 200 Scrssmsimscuana, 
i - grores of rupees, which, moreover, is likely “ovm? 7 17 
to be augmented by the Cadbul war. Such, 
however, is the honor and reverence paid to the Sovereign, that people 
will readily give her Rs. 10,000 for a bit of paper. Jt is not good, 
hor a good sign, for a Government to contract debts. The people are 
suffering from taxes, and yet Government has not wiped off its debt. A 
great stigma rests on Government in consequence. Lord Northrook was 

especially cautious on this score. 


16. The Hindu Hitaishint is of opinion that the one lakh and a ursvv Himaseam, 
The Mahér4ié of the Garo Hills and half of rupees recently given to the Mahdrdjd November 2rd, 1878 
vernment, of the Garo Hills for a portion of his territory, 
with permission, if he chooses, to take a farm of land for elephant-catching 
purposes, will scarcely suffice to meet the expenses which the Aajd has incurred 
in his recent lawsuits. Who would like to part with an estate yielding more 
than Rs. 50,000 annually for one lakh and a half of rupees? The Aaja is 
avery good and affable person, and therefore much liked by the community 
of the place. Government imposes a tax on elephant-catching, but as an 
act of grace to the Raja, it might exempt him from the payment of it. 


17. The Sahachara writes in support of Sir Ashley Hden’s advice given _—Samscuana, 
about two years ago to Magistrates, to move more about amongst the people ‘ovmbe %%. 1678. 
of their districts and make themselves better acquainted with their manners, 
customs, and grievances. The writer says, that Mr. Eden practised his own 
advice when he was a mafussal official, and so did Mr. Millet, Judge of 


The Railway Conference. 


License Tax assessments. 


Birbhum. But Magistrates cannot move about to the extent the Liéuten 
ant-Governor wishes, owing to the vast amount of writing which, according 
to Sir George Campbell’s plan, they have to get through. Measures should 
be taken to lessen this, Neither the civilians nor the natives of. ‘the present 
day are like those of former times. Great changes have taken place in 
both societies. , RE ee 
Samacmans, 18. The Sahachara regards a. we rw Secretary’ in the 
November 26th, 1878. ee Agricultura epartment, and Sir And, 
panna aoe Clarke, Public Works Minister, ag Pre 
burdens. What have they done? For the Meteorological Reports anid 
the prices of food-grains as published now in the Gazette, we are indebted 
to Sir George Campbell. We can say Mr. Hume has done nothing, except 
it be to go to Simld in the general exodus in March every year, and retyry 
in December. Government could get all its agricultural information from 
the papers, or through the Collectors of districts. Was Mr. Hume present 
in the Madras Presidency during the famine there? Sir Andrew Clarke 
manages to act with cleverness by putting forth plans and proposals, and 
he is an efficient engineer, He is unable to effect any improvement in the 
Public Works Department, owing to the corruption, roguery, and conspiracy 
that prevail in it. Nevertheless, we must blame him for not moving about 
from place to place and looking into the department. Instead of doin 
this, he confines himself to his desk. Can he by sitting at Semld discover the 
frauds perpetrated under the contract system? Personal supervision is 
necessary in this country. If Sir Andrew Clarke worked as he ought, his 
place would not be asinecure. Anyhow the Agricultural Department does 
not deserve to be retained. 
Baupwax Sansrvatt, 19. The Bardwan Sanjivani gives the following details illustrative of the 
November 26th, 1878. m4 License Tax in general and Way in which the license tax assessments.are 
in Bardwan especially. being conducted in the town of Burdwan :— 


Name. Place. Occupation. 


Jadavchandra Héjré ... Raniganj... Rice shop 
. Hiralél Samanta << oe lc 
. Bhishana Léhé ..» Ditto ... Grocery shop im ee 
. Vihéri Poddar 6 Chauk ... Gold and silverdealer ... 20 © 
5 
5 


Amount of 
assessment, 
Rs 
20 
20 


Shambhu Pal ». Ditto ... Rice seller 

Késhava Chandra Pél ... Ditto  ... Gold and silver dealer _... 

Kalé Charan Dé ... daburi bazar Ditto ditto re 20 
The two first are respectable persons, who have lately opened shops, and it is 
doubtful whether the profit is Rs. 500 ayear. No.3 has started a grocery shop 
with borrowed capital. "What his profits are may be inferred. Nos. 4, 6, 
and 7 deal in gold and silver, their sale transactions amounting, as shown 
by their books, to Rs. 4. or Rs. 5 a day, and some days they sell nothing. 
The state of their persons and shops show that they can scarcely earn Rs. 100 
a year. We hear that notices assessing them at Rs. 20 each were first 
served. Were the officers blind that they could not see that these men ought 
not to have been put down at Rs. 20? If such is the state of things ir the 
town, what must it be in the mafassal ? Our only hope lies in our Collector, 
who, since his arrival here, has been sparing neither time nor trouble in seeing 


justice done. We hope he will review all the previous proceedings and se 
the tax-payers righted. | 


EDUCATION 


Buns wim, 20. ‘From the figures published in the last Education Report, the 
orate xe = High education and the recent Go- B hdrat Mihir arrives at the conclusion that 
yernment Resolution on the Education high education is daily declining, and has 

es so doing since the time Sir George Campbell lat 
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the axe at its root by urging the education of the masses, Several colleges’ have 
ince been abolished in Bengal and elsewhere. High education has produced 
many shining lights amongst the Bengalis. The slightest contact with it 
sufficed to show us the wonders of European knowledge, and: introduced us, 
as it were, into a new world. Weare unable to understand how Govern- 
ment has come to lose its appreciation of high education. This is not a 
healthy sign for Bengalis. Though an M.A. ora B. A. is glad to offer his 
services for Rs. 50 and Rs. 60, and a native barrister is found to accept a 
munsifship, we do not on that account wish to discourage high education. 
The fault must be sought for in the present system of University lectures, 
which are confined to theory and omit the practical. Notwithstanding the many 
mistakes Sir George Campbell made owing to his independent action, the 
great progress made in common education must be attributed to him solely. 
We are distressed to see that the numbers of pupils in girls’ schools have 
fallen, although there are 39 more institutions of this kind now than in 
the previous year. ‘There should be in every district and principal town a 
Government Female School located in a paccd building, taught by well educated 
female teachers of good moral character. It would be well if Government 
published Mrs. Wheeler’s Report. Government seems not to be much taken 
up with female education as at present carried on, zandnd, influences being a 
great drawback to female improvement. Spending money therefore on this 
object is considered a waste of educational funds, Government should reflect 
that unless encouragement is held out at first by means of money given as 
prizes and scholarships, &c., there is very littie hope that female education 
will advance. . 

21. The Samdchdr Chandriké gathers from the Education Report 
that the number of schools established by 
natives and the aid given by the wealthy are 
on the increase ; the writer is accordingly tempted to hope that education 
will be carried on by the natives independently of Government. It will 
indeed, be a good time for India when this hope is realized, as it sooner or 
later must. Why should we fix our eyes on the Government and look to it 
for aid? We shall then consider ourselves on the high road to advance- 
ment when we see our schools carried on independently of Government aid. 
We have wealthy, enterprising, and energetic men; why should we be 
hanging on Government? There are men amongst us who, if they 
but chose, could themselves defray the entire cost of the Education 
Department. 


Resolution on the Education Report. 


FAMINE. 


22. The Faridpore correspondert of the Bharat Mihir says that 
Rise rice, which was formerly selling at 10 to 12 

iia ht, tes seers, has now risen to 7 and 8 seers, to the 
great distress of the people. 
_ 28. A correspondent writing to this paper from Mékhaliganj, in Kuch 
Behér, says that the people, whose last hope was in the Bitri paddy of the 
Winter crop, have been disappointed, in consequence of the destruction of 
- rie by floods. Locusts have also destroyed alarge quantity of grain in 

€ telds. eo 

24, In Chittagong and Nodkhdlt prices have fallen; but in Dacca 
and the other outlying districts of Eastern 
Bengal, the price of rice has been rising con- 
siderably. Recent importations of rice into 
Mymensingh caused a decline of price; but it has now risen again there, 
and it is stated by the Bhdrat Mihir that rice is now selling at Rs. 7 and 
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Rs. 8 per maund. Importations from Chittagong and Nardyanganj brought 
rice in Dacca down to 11 and 13 seers; but the price has since risen to 
8 and 9 seers. The poorer classes and the middle classes have got into 
debt. We have heard even of deaths from starvation. All hope from the 
ashu, ashvin, and other crops of rice has vanished. The Dacca Crop of 
aman has been destroyed by the floods, though good reports are being 
received from other places. Locusts have been creating much havoc in 
various places, such as Munshiganj, Nardyanganj, §c., leaving little 
hope of any reduction in prices in the aman crop. Added to all this, 
people are afraid that the Cabui war will require a large exportation of rice 
from these parts, and they are well nigh despairing. 
25. An anonymous correspondent, writing without date from Dindge- 
pore, states, that fever is raging there, but that 
the deaths from it are not many. Articles of 
food are selling at 10 seers paccd weight ; oil at 2 seers; milk at 10 seers. 
catché weight, and vegetables are scarcely to be had. The winter crop of 
paddy is a good one. No food will ever be had here cheap unless Goverp- 
ment prohibits exportation. 
26. Famine prices are again, says the Aindu HAitdishint, ruling in 
ii ii lai aes Dacca, where rice 2 — mee 4 and 
tant CCS. 4-8 per maund. Thoug ymensingh 
— be ws contains fy aes number of Rajds, Rai Balé- 
durs, and zamindars, yet the prices are higher here than in other parts of 
Kastern Bengal, owing to the fact that these great natives prefer worshipping 
Europeans to looking after their own countrymen, and are more ready to 
feed Kuropeans than Brahmins. Money can be lavished to procure titles 
and honors. Rice is at present selling in Dymensingh at. Rs. 5 and 


Accounts from Dindgepore. 


Rs. 5-8 per maund. It would be well for the rich natives to buy up large 
quantities of rice and retail it at cheap rates to the poor. hie 


Local. 


27. The Meherpore correspondent of the Sddhdrant tells how 
the Small Cause Court Judge, who has to 
The Small Cause Court Judgeof Me- attend to the wants of two other stations, has, 


mee, Sie. working 15 hours, disposed of 155 cases in two 


days. This gives 6 minutes to each case, inclusive of the short intervals of time 
between the cases. It is difficult to imagine how he managed, in so short a 
space of time, to hear the pleadings of plaintiff and defendant, and the 
arguments of counsel. As every one will be eager to learn the name of 80 
supernatural and active a Judge, we beg to say that the name of our small 
lord is Babu Brajamohon Datta. Another correspondent, writing in the 
Sddhdrani of the following week, takes this correspondent severely to task, 
and defies him to point out any acts of injustice done by the Bahu during 
the 7 years he has been acting as Judge. oer 
28, ‘Fever has not decreased in Hooghly, says the Sddhdrani 10 its 
elesions fever in Booabiy. local columns. There is not a house in eer 
one or two people have not been stricken wit 
this disease. Some have been attacked twice and even three times since the 
month of Kartik, It appears that our old friend malarious fever has visited 
Hooghly again. ee 
29. The Bagurd correspondent of the Sddhdrani describes the pone 
Deplorable state of various places 10 the Eastern districts as suffering severely 
in the mafussal. from the effects of the inundation. In seven 
or eight mauzds there is also great scarcity of food. About 12,000 of the 
inhabitants are laborers; but they cannot get any work, as the crops have 
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been destroyed by the floods. The middle classes are in great distress. 
Government should attend to the severe distress here. We know not why the 
police officials have not as yet informed our good and compassionate Magis- 
trate of the dreadful state of affairs. Some new roads should be opened out 
from various surrounding places in Bagurd, where the people might find 
employment. The Road Cess Funds might be employed for the purpose. 
80. The Dacca Prakdshé complains of the short time of one month 
ie Diet Fee. continue to be held for at least two months. 
Traders and vendors of goods have no time, in the space of one month, to 
construct shops, sell their wares, and collect their outstandings. Repre- 
sentations were made to the Magistrate, but they failed; and an appeal to the 
Lieutenant-Governor met with no success. The mahdjans agreed to pay the 
police and medical expenses for the extra time, but they were refused. The 
present arrangement is very inconvenient for people coming from a 
distance. If the Lieutenant-Governor were but made fairly to understand 
what a drawback it is to such a famous fair to limit it to one month, he 


Dacca Praxasn, 


being allowed for the Bdémni Fair, which should "vem 2¢, 1678. 


would at once alter the resolution which was passed at the instance of the 


officials here. Wenever for a moment thought that a nation like the 
English, who are known throughout the world as the great encouragers of 
trade, would thus hinder internal enterprises. The Dacca and Vikrampore 
Hindu Associations could, if they but exerted themselves, render this 
Bémnt Mélaé a permanant institution. 

81. The Gradmvdrid Prakdshikd does not approve of the proposed 
The contemplated change Alteration as to time in respect of the trains from 
in the time-table of the Sealdah after the lst November. The travelling 
Mister Bengal Railway.  yublic will be greatly inconvenienced thereby. It 
would be much better if the 1 p.m. train were to stop at Barrackpore, 
Nathatt, and Radndghdt; or, if this does not suit the Company, let 
the noon train from Sealdah go on to Baguld, and there take up 
the passengers of the abovementioned three places and proceed to Kushiia. 
A waiting-room should be constructed at Gorddah, a principal station 
on the Eastern Bengal Railway line, where trains from Goalundo, Calcutta, 
and Démukdid meet. 

32. The Catwd correspondent of the Bardwan Sanjivani, writing 
without date, states that fever is laying the place 
waste: many people are dying off. The few doctors 
here are making a good living. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


33. The Bhdérat Mitra announces to its readers its intention of pub- 
lishing daily, at a charge of eight annas per mensem, 
the war telegrams from Cdbdul, and for which some 
names of subscribers have already been registered. 

34, Referring to the announcement under Government orders by the 
Bank of Bengal, that the Government securities of 
the new 44 per cent. loan, which had been denosited 
a some of the principal banks for sale to the public, have all been disposed 
f, the Bhdrat Mitra remarks that. the price of securities falls when Govern- 
Ment comes into the market with a new loan; but it begins to rise gradually 
% soon as the loan is all taken up. When news, of the Government Papers 
referred to above having been all disposed of, was received in the market 
‘arly on Thursday last (the 21st November), the prices began to rise, and 
“ontinued so to do till the proclamation of war against Cdbul brought the 
rales down, and these rates, it is probable will fall yet lower. 
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